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(57) ABSTRACT

A surgical instrument may comprise a drive system that is
configured to electrically generate a plurality of discrete
rotary control motions. In at least one form, the surgical
instrument may include an elongate shaft assembly that is
operably couplable to the drive system for receiving a first
rotary control motion therefrom for rotating the elongate
shaft assembly about a shaft axis. The elongate shaft assem-
bly may be further configured to receive and transmit a sec-
ond rotary control motion from the drive system to a surgical
end effector that is operably coupled to the elongate shaft
assembly to cause the surgical end effector to rotate about the
shaft axis relative to the elongate shaft assembly. The elon-
gate shaft assembly may be further configured to receive and
transmit a third rotary control motion from the drive system to
an articulation joint that communicates with the elongate
shaft assembly and the surgical end effector to articulate the
surgical end effector about an articulation axis that is substan-
tially transverse to the shaft axis.
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